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short, inserted into a fleshy globular receptacle. Anthers oblong
erect. Female flowers not on the same plant; calyx like the
calyx of rhe male flower. Petals 3, orbicular, concave, equal,
rigid, lasting. Ovaries 3, only one increasing in size, ovate,
each having a short recurved style. Stigma simple. Kipe
berry I inch long, of a dull purple black, of the size of a large
French bean; pulp sweet and mealy. Seed cartilaginous, of the
shape of the berry, grooved longitudinally, as in the Date, pretty
smooth brown outside, light greyish-white within, with a small
elevation on the middle of the back, under which is an oblong
pit containing the embryo.
habitat.— Coromandel  Coast, not far from the sea; in the
northern part of Ceylon in dry forests.
flowers from January to April; fruit ripens in May.
uses.—The fruit contains a sweet pulp which is eaten by the
natives. " The leaflets are wrought into mats for sleeping
upon, etc. The common petioles are split into three or four
and used to make common baskets of various kinds, but they
are not so good for this purpose as the Bamboo, which is very
elastic, much more durable, and splits easily. The small trunk
when divested of its leaves and the strong brown fibrous web
that surrounds it at their insertions, is genei^ally about 15 or IB
inches long, and (> in diameter at the thickest part; the exterior
or woody part consists of whitt^ fibres matted together; these
envelope a large quantity of farinaceous substance, which the
natives use for food in times of scarcity. To procure this meal,
the small trunk is split into 6 or 8 pieces, dried, and beaten in
wooden mortars till the farinaceous part is detached from the
fibres; it is then sifted to separate them, after which the meal
is fit for use. The only further preparation it undergoes
is the boiling it into a thick gruel, or as it is called in India,
Kanji; it seems to possess less nourishment than the common
sago, and is less palatable, being considerably bitter when boiled.'*
(Roxb.) Whenever rice is too dear or not to be had, many of
the poor are forced to have recourse to this sort of food,
6.    Phoenix htunilis,  Royle, 111. 394, 397, 399;   Becc. Males. Ill, 347,
373; Hooker, Fi. Brit Ind., VI. 426; Brandia Ind, Trees 645.
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